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Area I: Biblical Studies

This area is concerned with the interpretation of the Christian Scriptures in the 
broadest sense, including the study of the classical biblical languages (Hebrew and 
Greek), the content of the Hebrew Bible and New Testament, critical methods of 
interpretation, biblical history, cultural and historical milieu of the Bible, and the 
theological and pastoral implications of the text.

1. Introductory courses are oered in the critical study of the Hebrew Bible and New 
Testament. Except for the language courses, all courses in Area I normally have these 
foundation courses (or their equivalent) as prerequisites.

2. Language courses are oered at the elementary, intermediate, and advanced levels. 
Generally, elementary biblical languages are eligible for elective credit only.

3. Three types of exegesis courses are oered: those based on the English text; those 
based on the original text and requiring a working knowledge of the biblical 
language; and advanced exegesis seminars that require at least an intermediate 
knowledge of the biblical language. Exegesis courses of each type are oered each 
term on selected books or topics from the Hebrew Bible and New Testament. It 
is possible, therefore, during the course of one’s program, to engage in detailed 
exegesis of representative sections of the biblical text.

4. Thematic courses are oered on a wide range of theological and historical issues 
raised by the scriptures. These include courses on the cultural and historical milieu 
of the Bible.

5. Advanced seminars are designed for YDS students with the requisite background 
and qualifications, and for doctoral students. Permission to enroll in these seminars 
must be received from the individual instructor.

6. Area I is also concerned with examining the implications of the scriptures for the 
contemporary church. In addition to doing this in courses oered specifically in 
Area I, members of the faculty in Area I join with other faculty members in oering 
courses dealing with the use of the Bible in Christian ministry.

YDS oers intensive courses in elementary Biblical Hebrew and elementary New 
Testament Greek for six weeks during the summer. Such work earns six hours of 
academic credit and prepares the student for the course in exegesis. Summer work will 
satisfy most denominational language requirements.


