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Chair and Director of Graduate Studies
Elli Stern

Professors Joel Baden (Divinity), Steven Fraade (Emeritus, Religious Studies),
Paul Franks (Philosophy), Christine Hayes (Emeritus, Religious Studies), Hannan
Hever (Comparative Literature), Ivan Marcus (History; Religious Studies), Paul North
(German), Maurice Samuels (French), David Sorkin (History), Elli Stern (Religious
Studies; History)

Associate Professors Marci Shore (History), Jacqueline Vayntrub (Divinity)

Senior Lecturer Peter Cole (Comparative Literature)

Senior Lectors Shiri Goren (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Dina Roginsky
(Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations)

Lectors Josh Price (German)

Jewish Studies offers an interdisciplinary approach to the critical study of the culture,
history, languages, literature, religion, and thought of the Jews. Jewish institutions,
philosophies, societies, and texts are studied critically and in comparative historical
perspective in relation to the surrounding societies and cultures.

Graduate-level programs are available through the following departments:
Comparative Literature (Hebrew and Comparative Literature), History (Ancient,
Medieval, and Modern Jewish History), Religious Studies (History and Literature
of Ancient Judaism, Medieval and Modern Jewish History, Philosophy of Religion),
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (Northwest Semitic, Hebrew Language
and Literature), and Philosophy. Applications are made to a specific department, and
programs of study are governed by the degree requirements of that department.

Other resources include the Judaica collection of Sterling Memorial Library and its
Judaica bibliographer, the Fortunoff Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, the biweekly
faculty/graduate student Jewish Studies Seminar, several lecture series, postdoctoral
fellowships, and graduate fellowships in Jewish Studies.

Additional information is available on request to the director of graduate studies
of the department of intended specialization, or to the Chair, Program of Jewish
Studies, Yale University, PO Box 208282, New Haven CT 06520-8282, and at http://
jewishstudies.yale.edu.

Courses
For course offerings in the Hebrew language and in Israeli society and culture, see Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations.
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JDST 653a / ANTH 531a / CLSS 815a / EALL 773a / HIST 502a / HSAR 564a /
NELC 533a / RLST 803a, Archaia Seminar: Law and Society in China and Rome
 Noel Lenski and Valerie Hansen

An introduction to the legal systems of the Roman and post-Roman states and Han-
and Tang-dynasty China. Emphasis on developing collaborative partnerships that
foster comparative history research. Readings in surviving law codes (in the original
or English translation) and secondary studies on topics including slavery, trade,
crime, and family. This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with
Archaia's Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout
the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students enrolled in the seminar
must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered.

JDST 695b / HEBR 563b, From Biblical to Modern Hebrew  Dina Roginsky
This course aims to support students who have reading knowledge of Biblical Hebrew
but cannot read or converse in Modern Hebrew. The course concentrates on reading
and aims at enabling students to use Modern Hebrew for research purposes. The texts
chosen are tailored to students’ particular areas of interest. Prerequisite: two years
of Biblical or Modern Hebrew studies, or permission of the instructor. Conducted in
English.

JDST 761a / HIST 596a / MDVL 596a / RLST 773a, Jews and the World: From the
Bible through Early Modern Times  Ivan Marcus

A broad introduction to the history of the Jews from biblical beginnings until the
European Reformation and the Ottoman Empire. Focus on the formative period of
classical rabbinic Judaism and on the symbiotic relationships among Jews, Christians,
and Muslims. Jewish society and culture in its biblical, rabbinic, and medieval settings.

JDST 845a / RLST 643a, The Global Right: From the French Revolution to the
American Insurrection  Elli Stern

This seminar explores the history of right-wing political thought from the late
eighteenth century to the present, with an emphasis on the role played by religious
and pagan traditions. This course seeks to answer the question, what constitutes the
right? What are the central philosophical, religious, and pagan, principles of those
groups associated with this designation? How have the core ideas of the right changed
over time? We do this by examining primary tracts written by theologians, political
philosophers, and social theorists as well as secondary literature written by scholars
interrogating movements associated with the right in America, Europe, Middle East,
and Asia. Though touching on specific national political parties, institutions, and think
tanks, its focus is on mapping the intellectual overlap and differences between various
right-wing ideologies. While the course is limited to the modern period, it adopts a
global perspective to better understand the full scope of right-wing politics.


