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COUNCIL ON MIDDLE EAST
STUDIES

The MacMillan Center

346 Rosenkranz Hall, 203.436.2553

http://cmes.macmillan.yale.edu

Graduate Certificate of Concentration in Modern Middle East Studies

Chair
Marcia Inhorn (Anthropology)

Professors Abbas Amanat (Emeritus; History), Harold Attridge (Emeritus; Divinity),
Gerhard Bowering (Emeritus; Religious Studies), John J. Collins (Emeritus; Divinity),
John Darnell (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Stephen Davis (Religious
Studies), Owen Fiss (Emeritus; Law), Steven Fraade (Religious Studies), Eckart Frahm
(Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Frank Griffel (Religious Studies), Dimitri
Gutas (Emeritus; Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Christine Hayes (Religious
Studies), Hannan Hever (Comparative Literature), Frank Hole (Emeritus; Anthropology),
Marcia Inhorn (Anthropology), Anthony Kronman (Law), J.G. Manning (Classics), Ivan
Marcus (History), Alan Mikhail (History), A. Mushfiq Mobarak (School of Management),
Nadine Moeller (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Robert Nelson (Emeritus;
History of Art), Catherine Panter-Brick (Anthropology), Kishwar Rizvi (History of

Art), Maurice Samuels (French), Shawkat Toorawa (Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations), Kevin van Bladel (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Harvey
Weiss (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations), Robert Wilson (Emeritus; Religious
Studies)

Associate Professors Thomas Connolly (French), Robyn Creswell (Comparative
Literature), Hussein Fancy (History), Zareena Grewal (American Studies), Kaveh
Khoshnood (Public Health), Hani Mowafi (Emergency Medicine), Jonathan Wyrtzen
(Sociology), Travis Zadeh (Religious Studies)

Assistant Professors Supriya Gandhi (Religious Studies), Samuel Hodgkin
(Comparative Literature), Jill Jarvis (French), Salma Mousa (Political Science), Elizabeth
Nugent (Political Science), Eda Pepi (Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies), Claire
Roosien (Slavic Languages and Literatures), Evren Savci (Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies)

Senior Lecturers and Lecturers Leslie Gross-Wyrtzen, Tolga Koker (Economics),
Nicholas Lotito (Political Science), Emma Sky (Global Affairs), Kathryn Slanski (Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations)

Senior Lectors (I, IT) and Lectors Sarab Al Ani (Arabic), Muhammad Aziz (Arabic),
Jonas Elbousty (Arabic), Ozgen Felek (Turkish), Shiri Goren (Hebrew), Randa
Muhammed (Arabic), Dina Roginsky (Hebrew), Farkhondeh Shayesteh (Persian), Ezgi
Yalcin (Turkish), Orit Yeret (Hebrew)
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Librarians and Curators Roberta Dougherty (Near East Collection), Konstanze Kunst
(Judaica Collection), Agnete Wisti Lassen (Babylonian Collection), Susan Matheson
(Ancient Art, Yale Art Gallery)

The Council on Middle East Studies is part of the Whitney and Betty MacMillan
Center for International and Area Studies. The council brings together faculty and
students sharing an interest in the Middle East by sponsoring conferences, discussions,
films, and lecture series by scholars from Yale as well as visiting scholars. It provides
information concerning grants, fellowships, research programs, and foreign study
opportunities. It also administers research projects in a variety of Middle East-related
areas.

In addition to the resources of the individual departments, Yale’s library system has
much to offer the student interested in Middle East studies. Of particular note are the
collections of Arabic and Persian manuscripts, as well as large holdings on the medieval
and modern Middle East.

The Council on Middle East Studies administers the Middle East Studies National
Resource Center at Yale, which is funded by the U.S. Department of Education under
HEA Title VI. As a National Resource Center, the council supports a number of projects
and activities and an extensive outreach program.

The council also offers a Graduate Certificate of Concentration in Modern Middle East
Studies. Students with an interest in the Middle East should first apply to one of the
University’s degree-granting departments, such as Anthropology, History, Linguistics,
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Political Science, Religious Studies, or
Sociology, and then apply for the graduate certificate of concentration no later than the
beginning of their penultimate term of study.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF CONCENTRATION IN MODERN
MIDDLE EAST STUDIES

The certificate represents acknowledgment of substantial preparation in Middle East
studies, both in the student’s major graduate or professional field and also in terms
of the disciplinary and geographical diversity required by the council for recognized
competency in the field of Middle East studies. As language and culture are the core
of the area studies concept, students are required to attain or demonstrate language
proficiency.

Requirements

1. Language proficiency: At least two years of successful study at the college level (or
the equivalent) in one of the four major modern languages of the Middle East:
Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, and Turkish.

2. Course work: A total of six courses in at least two disciplines on the Middle East
and related issues. All courses must be completed with a passing grade.

3. Interdisciplinary research paper: A qualifying research paper that demonstrates
field-specific research ability focused on the area of concentration. After having
completed substantial course work in the area of concentration, students must seek
approval from the council faculty adviser for the research project they propose as
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the qualifying paper. Normally, students submit their request no later than the
fourth week of the term in which they plan to submit the qualifying paper.

For more information on the Graduate Certificate and inquiries about Middle East
Studies, contact the Council on Middle East Studies, Yale University, PO Box 208206,
New Haven CT 06520-8206; cristin.siebert @yale.edu.
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